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M Ye are my Mends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the ser- 
vant knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have called 
yon friends ; ; for all ihmgs 'that It have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto^oii." . John xy, 14, 15. 
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These Sermons were taken in short-hand, at 
the time they were delivered, in the city of York, 
in the year 1738, revised .by the Author, and pub* 
lished at that time by his permission. In now 
presenting them to the public, the following 
brief biographic not*oe is appended. 

Thqvas 8to»t was educated for the profession 
of the Law, at Carlisle, and inherited his father's 
estate at Justieetown, near that city. He joined 
the Friends about the year 1600, being quite a 
young man, leaving the Episcopal Church in which 
he was educated. On conscientious grounds* ami 
risking the displeasure oi \&a tftftttft*^* fc«8fc»»^ 
the practice of the tew, esfi*tf> *» * *^^*%^% 
From the year 1693 \mXSi "to ^w*^ ^ 



IV. 

travelled extensively in England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, and on the American Continent, in the service 
of Christ. Daring his residence in America, he 
was made the deputy of William Pbhtt, .Governor 
of Pennsylvania, being a Member of the Council 
of that State, the Keeper of the Great Seal, Master 
of the Bolls, and one of his Commissioners of 
Property. He died at Justicetown, and was buried 
in the Friends' Cemetery, Carlisle. 

To the members of the christian community 
of which Thomas Story was so distinguished a 
minister, he is, or ought to be, well known by 
his labours to establish and make known, the 
christian principles and testimonies by whioh the 
religious Society of Friends are distinguished. 

The principles of the Friends, are inculcated 
and enforced, in these sermons, by enlarged reference 
to the authoritative standard of Holy Scripture, and, 
on thia ground, they are commended to all readers 
who desire to be informed on their leading doctrine 
— the Holy Spirit's immediate teaching. The ser- 
mons were delivered, without previous preparation, 
to the congregations to whom they were originally 
addressed, aco >rding to the practice and principle 
of the Friends, who believe that the great Head 
of the Church will not fail to grant ability, word, 
or doctrine to his ministsra and messengers, r 
every time of requirement. Tn.ay do no*. ^* 
rnte * or publish any sermons j and, coofixmak 
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this practice, from the rise of the Friends as a 
community, we find the following interesting notice 
of the first publication of these sermons at York, 
in Thomas Story's Folio Journal, and Memoir of 
His Life and Labours as a Gospel Minister, pub- 
lished shortly after his decease, in the year 1747. 

" I continued some time in these parts, and was 
again at the Quarterly Meeting at York, the business 
whereof was conducted in the peaceable wisdom of 
the Son of God; many great and important truths 
were delivered in the meetings, by several brethren, 
in the demonstration and authority of the Holy 
Spirit. Here a person took down some of my testi- 
monies, in short-hand, as he had done before at 
some other times ; this is seldom truly done, for 
though the form of the speech may be, by this 
means, and help of the memory of the writer, nearly 
preserved, yet the missing or altering of a word in 
some sentences, may greatly alter and wrong the 
sense; and it is certain, that no letters, words, or 
speech can represent the Divine virtue, power, and 
energy, in which the doctrines of the truth are deli- 
vered, by those who are sent of God, for they speak 
with wisdom and authority, in, and from Him." 
v. 1738. 
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: AtftBltTISEMENT TO TflB FIIIST 
EDITION OF 1738., 

• " r.' ii .___. . 

A» Mr. Story was altogether ignorant of the 
following Discourses being committed to writing 
t*U some time after their delivery, the reader may 
thence, conclude that the making of them public, 
was no part of his regard or consideration. 

JThe most carious and attentive among the 
hearers, must own that the diction was so near 
to wbafe appears in the following sheets, as, upon 
perusal,, not to be able to reoollaejb any material 
difference, 

Neither is the Editor sensible of many alter- 
ations, except the addition of some Scripture quo- 
tations, which were partly repeated, and partly 
referred to, in the delivery. 

The general approbation they met with from 
numerous auditory of different, peT%na&o\x&, Va- 

the amanuensis to make a fait waft. \«^Kft» 
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transcript; which, being peruaed by sundry judicious 
persons, it was supposed they might not only be 
acceptable to the public, but gratify many of the 
Author's particular friends, with reading, what they 
heard with so great satisfaction. To oblige such, 
we have presumed to present them in this publio 
manner. 

We shall say nothing of the Discourses, but 
that they are Mb. Stoby's, revised by the Author, 
and published (at the request of some of the 
auditory) by his permission, and, as such, refer 
them to the reader's serious and candid perusal; 
not doubting but he will find useful and instructive 
counsel, that may be of service to him in the best 
of things, vis :— the Solvation of hi* soul. Which, 
that the whole race of mankind may obtain is the 
sincere prayer of 

THE EDITOR. 



SALVATION BY CHRIST. 



" LOOK UNTO ME, AND BE TE SATED, ALL THE 
ENDS OF THE EABTH ." — ISA. XLV. 22. 



It is written in Holy Scripture, concern- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ, that " He spake 
as never man spake" (John vii. 46) ; and I 
make no question, but that we all believe 
it. And I observe that upon a certain occa- 
sion, when he was preaching to the people, 
knowing what is in mankind, and that 
the natural mind is continually fluctuating 
and moving, as the waves of the sea un- 
stable, unfixed; he therefore gave them 
this caution, " Take heed what ye hear." 
(Mark iv. 24). And we can never be duly 
attentive to what we hear by an, &»&&&> 
voice from without, ox \Xva «^e&&&. *&■ ^^ 
within ourselves, \mt\\ cw ^^^" > *S*$^ 
qualified ; until tixea w c«^ff»^^- 

B 



ui ana most gracious invitation o 
11 mankind, in order to our si 
r here, by the voice of His Holj 
irough His prophet of old, it stj 
)rded in Holy Scripture. 
God himself gives us this ki 
liversal invitation : " Look unto 
3 ends of the earth, and be ye 
ow, as God is unchangeable, 
vitation stands in force, throi 
'.nerations and ages of the world, 
ry time, and will stand so un 
rt period of it. Here being a ui 
vitation to all mankind to com 
)d for salvation, it may be woi 
iile to look back a little to the ' 
ipensations of God this way, eve 
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specter of persons, but in every nation he 
that f eareth Him and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted of Him. 1 ' (Acts xi. 34.) 
The Lord hath thus extended His mercy 
unto all mankind ; but let us consider a 
little the measures which He hath taken, 
from time to time, in order to bring this 
salvation to effect, to which we are in- 
vited. 

We may observe the commandments of 
the Almighty unto Israel ; His moral pre- 
cepts unto that people. They could not 
but assent to the reasonableness of them, 
since nothing can be more reasonable than 
that we M love God with all our heart, 
with all our soul, with all our mind, and 
with all our strength. ,, 

This command carries its own reason in 
it, since God is the only Author of our 
being. Here is our encouragement ; it is 
He who created us, and in such a manner 
and condition, as that we are capable of 
knowing Himself, and of life eternal in 
Him. If we reflect on the almighty power 
and unlimited wisdom of God, we may see 
the reasonableness of that first and great 
command; and the second i&lv^xsxi*Fi>&^ 
14 Thou shalt love thy ta\^&wo& **> *^~ 
self." oss^V* 

flere the whote law *»&. ^^^ 



auu constitution, \o\ 

endued with principles of 8( 
propagation, and preservat 
this law may be rendered it 
communicative, and advant 
human-kind, as more noble, 
capable creatures than those 
animal, the Almighty, for 
improvement and mutual got 
to extend the obligation of 
commandment, from one 
throughout the whole. 

I need not use a great deal 
to prove the law of nature, or 
it ; for it is plain in ourselvei 
intuition, and self-evident, 
planted this law in the mind* 
kind. a« ****" — 



but to neighbours and human-kind in 
general, on all needful occasions and ac- 
counts. But, considering our degeneracy 
from our first state, though our under- 
standings will readily yield to the reason- 
ableness of these commands and duties, 
yet when we look into ourselves, and con- 
sult our passions and affections, we find 
great obstructions to our known duties 
arising therefrom. We are very ready to 
assent tothe justice and righteousness of 
the holy commandments of God ; but how 
to find strength to perform them, is the 
great question and difficulty, which man- 
kind are still desirous to know, and to be 
resolved and assisted in. 

We are persuaded in our hearts that 
God knows all our weaknesses and corrup- 
tions, and what we stand in need of, and 
what assistance we want to enable us to 
keep his commandments. For by all the 
ability we have of our own, we still fall 
short of them. And so it was with Israel 
of old, as saith the apostle, where person- 
ating the state of that people under the 
law, and as they were become ignorant of 
the righteousness of faith in tfifc ^**st&. <*&. 
God, by a continued b&t\&« ol ^wJo^^sw^ 
unto it : " For that wYAcYi 1 &o,\ **^f? ^ 



I hate, that do I." Again : " I find then a 
law, that when I would do good, evil is 
present with me." (Rom. vii. 16, 21.) 

But that the righteousness of God might 
appear, in that day when he gave His com- 
mandments to His people Israel, whilst 
they were yet in the wilderness, and had 
entered into a covenant of works with the 
Lord, which they promised to perform, 
under a rational consideration of the jus- 
tice and equity of them ; yet being unable, 
through the weakness of their fallen na- 
ture, to do them, the Lord added and de- 
clared by Moses the great commandment, 
on the virtue whereof alone the perform- 
ance of all the rest doth depend, which was 
on this wise : " For this commandment 
Which I command thee this day, it is not 
hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 
It is not in heaven, that thou shouldst say, 
who shall go up for us to heaven, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it ? Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou shouldst say, who shall go over the 
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it ? but the Word is 
very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and in 
f£& Jbeart, that thou may' St do \\," (^taafc. 

r. 11.) 

And tkf Lord said \i^o "&<*«»*> ^^ 
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unto me seventy men of the elders of 
Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders 
of the people, and officers over them. And 
the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake 
unto Moses, and took of the Spirit that was 
upon him, and gave it unto the seventy 
elders, and when the Spirit rested upon 
them they prophesied, and did not cease. ,, 
(Numb. xi. 16, 25.) . 

And those elders, being thus qualified 
for further service, than they were beforo, 
and in the practice of it through the Holy 
Spirit, Moses was so sensible of the help 
and advantage of it to the people, that he 
wished ''that all the Lord's people were 
prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
Spirit upon them." 

Here is another commandment super- 
added unto the first ten. What, then, shall 
we understand by it ? The apostle Paul 
explains it, where, mentioning this passage^, 
in his epistle to the Romans, what Moses 
calls the Word or Commandment, the 
apostle expressly declares is Christ, — 
that is, His holy Spirit. Rom. x. 9. 

This is the root of all the command- 
ments of God, upon which all tk& ^^ ^»- 
pend, and from, wh\c\i \tae^ W« ^\^^* 
the knowledge whexeoivj^ ^^^^^f^^S 
This Wqbd is nothing <&» \>as».^a» ^ 
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appearance of the Son of God, the Word 
of eternal life, of which we read in the 
first of John the Evangelist, where it is 
written : u In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God." 

Here we may plainly observe the pre- 
existence of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that he is with his people from the begin- 
ning of the world, from the first lapse of 
human nature, from generation to genera- 
tion, throughout all ages, and so will con- 
tinue to the end of the world ; which 
agrees with the doctrine of the apostle 
Paul, where he saith : " The mystery 
which hath been hid from ages, and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to 
his saints ; to whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is 
" Christ in you, the hope of glory." 
(Coloss. i. 26, 27.) 

Then it is plain, that Christ was with 

his people, from the beginning of the 

world, and more especially with that 

people, the children of Israel, whom God 

settled in that land, by the mighty power 

of bis own arm, that he ta\^\\t d^* 11 

among- them. 

How. far do .the .diapeaafctiaxs^ ^ v 
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and the notions which have been invented 
and received of men, differ since the 
coming of Christ into the world, in the 
flesh ! For in the doctrine of Paul, he 
quotes Moses upon this divine subject, 
nearly verbatim. Only, whom Moses calls 
the Word and Commandment, Paul calls 
Christ. " Say not in thy heart, who shall 
ascend into heaven ? that is, to bring 
Christ down from above. Or who shall 
descend into the deep ? that is, to bring 
up Christ again from the dead. But 
what saith it ? (what saith Moses in that 
place ?) The Word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth aad in thy heart ; that is, the 
Word of Faith which we preach." 

Again, speaking of Israel, he saith : 
" They did all eat the same spiritual meat, 
and did all drink the same spiritual drink, 
for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed tbem; and that Hock was 
Christ." They tasted of that eternal sub- 
stance whereby they lived. 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. 

Again, it is also written: "Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God." (Matt. iv. 4.) 

This Word is a qwVcVeum^ ^wfc-i***; 
life eternal ; and tnexfctoT* \» ^^*S£ * 
the nature., of m&a. ix<?b^ iB&aa^ -^ 
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search in your own hearts, auu », — 

er the quickening voice of the So 

d ; for there is a divine force in 

>rds, which gives life to the sou! 

ery one who heareth ; and I could fr 

ish, that eveiy soul among you may b 

at condition, that your understand] 

ight be opened, and informed, in 

lings of God. 

But though the Son of God spake 
ever man spake, and though his w 
/ere spirit and life, in them who did 
nd believe, yet many who heard 
peech, with their outward ears, did 
tear his Word, which is that eternal 
[AKDMENT spoken of before. For He 
mto the auditory that then was, " Wl 

1 — „., or»opf»h ? 
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we hearken in our own hearts to the voice 
of the Son of God, according to that 
saying, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth 
on Him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemna- 
tion ; but is passed from death unto life. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God ; and 
they that hear shall live." Again : u Mar- 
vel not at this, for the hour is coming, in 
the which all who are in the grave shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they 
who have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life, and they who have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation." (John v. 
24, 25, 28. 

All- we therefore, who are here present, 
being the sons of Adam, produced into 
this world by natural generation, as every 
soul is, that liveth in this world ; though 
we have heard of God and of Jesus Christ, 
that God is, and that Christ came into the 
world ; though we have believed that 
there was once such an one, what advan- 
tage have we by this belted xsoXsaAw^^ 
quickened by Him, \nto V^&xmue.^^^ 
live in and by him'* f I\i«A«t^i^^ 
Wfev? in the. $9* ot fco^V* **** 
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He must be the immediate object upon 
whom our minds must be fixed, as He is 
the Word of God, and our God. For the 
Word of God, clothed with humanity, is 
not only God, but man also ; and, in a par- 
ticular manner, there dwelt in Him a holy, 
harmless, wise, and undefined mind ; and 
therein inhabited, by a vital union, the 
divinity, or divine nature of Christ, the 
Logos, or divine unction of that holy soul, 
of which there never was, nor can be, any 
separation from their first union ; though 
the body was separable, and separated for 
a time, from the mind, but reunited, which 
was His resurrection, according to the ap- 
pointment of the Father, and the working 
of his almighty power ; and according 
likewise unto that saying : " Sacrifice and 
burnt offerings thou wouldst not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me. In burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast 
had no pleasure ; then said I, Lo ! I come 
(in the volume of the book it is written of 
me) to do thy will, God !" (Psa. 1. 0, 
* 7.8. Heb. x.5, 6, 7. 

The Lord Jesus came into this world, by 
the mission of the Father, to bring to pass 
that universal salvation to mankind, ac- 
J^rdinsr to the invitation of God •. u Con* 
«**tejne *// ^ ends of Jhe jurih, H&.V 
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ye saved." He was sent of the Father: 
but may I express upon what principle 
did the Father send the Son ? It was upon 
the foundation of eternal, everlasting love 
to mankind. " For God so loved the worlds 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." (John 
lii. 16.) Again : " I am the light of the 
world ; he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life." (John viii. 12.) 

It now remains that we consider a little, 
how and after what manner, the Father 
clothed the eternal Word with flesh and 
blood. As the Almighty had promised by 
his prophet of old, that " a virgin should 
conceive and bear a son" (Isa. vii. 14), so 
in the fulness of time, God sent his angel, * 
not to any princess of this world, but unto 
Mary, a pure virgin, but of low rank 
among mankind, who told her that she 
should conceive and bring forth a son, and 
should call his name Jesus. (Luke i. 31.) 
But Mary, not considering the almighty 
power of God, and reasoning after the 
manner of the race of tta ftrefc. fcAwsa^^^- 
according to the to&b«e* o* V\>xs**». ^ 
demanding, it wooftA. ^^L^ 
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believe in the Son of God, not only as 
born of the Virgin Mary, clothed with 
humanity, but also as ho is the Word of 
God, the glory of the Father ; and, thus 
veiled, i* the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world, 
according to the testimony of the Evan- 
gelist, where he saith : " In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. All things 
were made by him. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. And the 
light shineth in darkness, and the dark- 
ness comprehended it not. That was [and 
is] the true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name ; who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us ; and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as oi \3fcA ^5^ 
begotten of theEatW,i\tfV A ^b****^ 
ttuth. And of Ms htow^w^V^ 
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Now, according to this Scripture, we 
who are the children of the first Adam, 
ought to believe in Christ the second 
Adam, as he is the Word of God, and the 
true light, as he lighteth us in our minds, 
according to that saying of his, " While 
ye have light, believe in the light, that ye 
may be the children of light." (John xii. 
36.) As it is also written concerning 
them who believed in that day : " Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children 
of the day [of God], We are not of the 
night, nor of darkness." (Thess. v. 5.) 

The Lord Jesus was of a holy, spiritual, 
and divine nature, clothed with humanity, 
holy and heavenly, as man. We are far 
inferior to him, and yet we may have 
power from him, to become the sons of 
God, as we believe in his name. won- 
derful ! What is that name, then, which 
we are to believe in ? Is it not the Lord 
himself, who is the divine and eternal 
Wisdom and Power of the Father ; and, as 
man, he hath a vesture dipped in blood, 
and his name is called The Word of God 
(Rev. xix» 18) ; and declared to be the 
Son of God, by many signs and won- 
dera. 
The man Christ 3esua, ^en % S» \»\«. 
ooasideped m the Word oi <a<A, &<&&» 
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with his holy humanity, and as that 
divine light which lighteth every man 
who cometh into the world : therefore we 
come not only to believe, but also to see, 
by Christ himself, the things which are of 
God and pertaining to life eternal. Do you, 
also, believe in this light near in you, that 
you also may become the children of God, 
who is light, by him who is the Word, 
the Son, the Wisdom, and Power of the 
Father, for the salvation of mankind, and 
especially of all them who believe and de- 
pend upon him, and obey him in what 
they know? 

But though this light shineth in us, and 
that continually, yet we cannot compre- 
hend or behold it, until by His own power 
he hath opened our eyes ; until in some 
degree we become God's workmanship 
in Christ Jesus, created anew unto good 
works. For as the Lord Jesus himself 
could do nothing of himself, [as man], but 
what he saw the Father do, so much less 
can we, but as He worketh in us, both the 
will and the deed. (John v. 19 and 30 ; 
viii. 28.) And yet the apostle Paul had 
this favour and testimony thro^^Jv ^c^ 
grace of God : " I can ta «^ \>k«^ 
through Christ who etaeagtoeos^ ^»»- 
And bo may we also by ^^ sasaft ^** 
c 
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we believe in and obey the same power. 
(Philip, iv, 13.) 

The call of God, then, is unto all man- 
kind in general, not to any particular per- 
son, party, or nation, that all may hear, 
believe, and obey. But though this voice, 
not of man only but of God, is gone forth 
into all the earth, and though all have 
heard, all have not obeyed, because they 
have not believed in Him whom God hath 
appointed, by whom to bring this salva- 
tion into fact ; that is, his Word, clothed 
and veiled in human nature in all luen. 

All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God ; and the apostle was not 
ashamed to confess, that they [mankind] 
" all had their conversation in times past, in 
the lust 8 of the flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others." (Rom. iii. 23. Eph. ii. 3.) 

Seeing, then, all have sinned, all are 

fallen under the same condemnation ; and 

this is the condemnation of the world : 

" He that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed ic 

tho name of the only begotten Son oi 

Ood. And this is the coTi&fcTftT^xot^tkal 

Liqht is come into the vjoy\&, axvfli xaa 

°ved darkness rather than \\$&V»\>fcW 
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their deeds were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved. But he that doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifest, that they are wrought in God." 
(John iii. 18, 19, 20, 21.) 

Where all are sinners, and equal in con- 
demnation, no man hath the pre-eminence 
save in the degrees of offence, condemna- 
tion, and punishment. No sinner, there- 
fore, whilst such, can judge or condemn 
his fellow. All, then, have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God. (Rom. 
iii. 23.) For God hath concluded them all 
under unbelief, that he might have mercy 
on all. (Rom. ii. 32,) The Scripture 
hath concluded all under sin, that the pro- 
mise by faith in Jesus Christ, might be 
given to them that believe. (Galat. iii, 
22.) 

Now the mercy of God unto all men, is 
declared by that one offering of Christ 
upon the cross, not for the Jews only, nor 
only for them who had then believed, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 
(1 John ii. 2.) Not to satisfy a v\^d\^\5o*^ 
justice in God, which co\>SA tv^v. v&x$vs^ 
sin without an adequate axi& ^Veww^ «*=* 
faction ; but to declare tYxe \o^* *^ ^ 
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of God to fallen and lost mankind, unto 
human nature, which is one, though con- 
sisting of many members. This holy 
offering, therefore, is rather declaratory 
of the love, mercy, and compassion of 
God unto mankind, than procurative of 
any favour from God the Father for man, 
which he had not before, or which he 
could not bestow until the debt was paid. 
For Christ came not into the world of 
himself, but the Father sent him ; not to 
procure love or mercy from the Father 
which he had not for mankind before, but 
to declare his infinite love and goodwill, in 
the fullness of time, for the reconcilement 
and salvation of man by Jesus Christ, who 
" by one offering of himself, hath for ever 
perfected them who are sanctified." (Heb. 
x. 14.) And whosoever believeth that 
God sent his Son, the Lord Jesus, into the 
world, for this great and good end, to de- 
clare the remission of sins in his blood to 
mankind, that man certainly believes that 
God loves mankind, and is willing to 
be reconciled unto him upon reasonable 
terms : that is, upon faith, repentance, 
and amendment ; and to save him. And 
this divine love is, by degT*e& > T&fc!&& wvwvi- 
fest essentially in the heart* oi Vha taafib- 
*W and obedient, shed abtoad *k«t* >*! ^a» 
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Holy Spirit, which is that love in the 
nature of it. 

And since the Almighty hath thus sent 
us his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, both 
outwardly and inwardly — as He is the 
Son of God and the Son of Man, as He is 
the Word of God and Light of mankind — 
as such, we must and ought to believe in 
him and receive him. And if we do indeed 
believe in Him, he reconcileth us unto 
God, reforms our nature, and destroys the 
works of sin in us, according to the saying 
of John the Baptist : " Behold the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world." And the word — world — here, is 
comprehensive of all mankind in the world. 
And this great salvation he bringeth to 
effect, in all who believe and follow him, 
as he is the Spirit of truth, and Light of 
the world revealed in them. 

And again : " The Lord whom ye seek 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the Messenger of the Covenant whom ye 
delight in ; behold, He shall come, saith 
the Lord of Hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming ? and who shall 
stand when he appeareth? ?ot \\fc v&XfcfcRk 
a refiner's fire, and like ia\W% **«^ % **^« 
he shall ait as a reftnev a\A ^^L, « 
silver ; and he shall pianS* ^^ *° 
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Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness." (Mai. iii. 1, 2, 3.) 
And of whom John the Baptist saith : 
" He will throughly purge his floor, and 
gather the wheat into the garner ; but He 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire." (Matt. iii. 12.) 

Now these things were not predicted 
concerning the outward coming of Christ 
in the flesh only, but rather of his inward 
coming or revelation in Spirit ; for where 
sin is, there is the defilement, and where 
that is, there must the refiner and puri- 
fier be. 

Here the Lord foreseeth a people who 
would seek him in the latter days, and de- 
light in him, and with whom he would 
settle his new covenant, not of works but 
of grace and light, according to Isaiah the 
prophet, where he saith : " Behold my Ser- 
vant whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom 
my soul delighteth : I have put my Spirit 
upon him, he shall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles. Thus saith God the Lord, 
he that created the heavens, and stretched 
them out, he that spread forth the earth 
and that which cometh out ot \\^ \\^iVvat 
gjveth breath unto the peopV* wprockW^ wA. 
Writ to them that vralk \\ietfcVfc, \ ^3aa> 
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Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and will give thee for a Covenant of 
the people, for a Light of the Gentiles, to 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the pri- 
soners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house." (Isa. 
xlii. 1, 5, 6, 7.) 

This is the covenant which the Son of 
God, the Lord and Giver of life, is come 
to settle in all them who wait for his 
coming, and diligently seek him ; a cove- 
nant of divine light and life eternal. This 
is He who by his divine fire purifies the 
heart of mankind ; opens the understand- 
ing ; brings them out of the darkness and 
ignorance of this world, into the marvel- 
lous light of the glory of God, and into 
the liberty of the sons of God ; and un- 
chains the soul which was held captive 
in its own corruptions as in the chains of 
hell. 

Ihis is He who is come, before whom 
every unclean thing must fly, and every 
corruption give way and be consumed, so 
that nothing shall stand but that which is 
pure and holy, as gold seven tu»ss&^^ 
in the fire. This is t\\e^^»\«fct — S^^.- t 
viour—coixiQ indeed iot \\v^ *^^*^| 
all mankind ; not to coxx&fetaw \Xv^ x 
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which is condemned already, bat to save 
the world from that condemnation, and 
the cause of it, their own darkness and 
nnbelief. 

We must therefore look inward for the 
revelation and coming of the Son of God, 
that where sin, darkness, and corruption 
have abounded, grace, mercy, and truth 
may take place and abound. And Oh ! that 
every one among us, of every nation and 
state, were thus seeking after the Lord ! 
But, alas ! too many, of every profession, 
are become loose to every tie of religion, 
having shaken off the fear of God and 
yoke of the Lord Jesus, and his burden 
which is light, and embraced the yoke of 
this world, which shall be heavy, one day, 
and unsupportable unto them. 

" The Lord whom ye seek shall sud- 
denly come to his temple." The apostle 
Paul explains this saying, and applies it, 
not to every one who professeth the name 
of the Lord Jesus, much less unto those 
who do not believe in him, but unto those 
who believe and are sanctified through 
faith by him, saying : " Know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy 
uhost, which is in yon, w\\\c\\ 'y* \\w* of 
God, and ye are not your own.**" K%vol \ 
Know ye not that ye axe tYi* \«EKfc\*<& 
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God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you ? If any man defile the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy ; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are." (1 Cor. vi. 19, and 3, 16.) 

And again : " What concord hath Christ 
with Belial, or what part hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel ? And what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols ? 
For ye are the temple of the living God ; 
as God hath said : I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them ; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people." (2 Cor. 
vi. 15, 16.} 

The bodies, therefore, of mankind must 
be cleansed ; they must be purified by the 
fire of the Lord, from all their pollutions 
and defilements, before they are fit for 
the inhabitation of God, or can be temples 
for the Holy One to dwell or to walk in ; 
and so must our minds also, being like- 
wise defiled by sin. Which, therefore, of 
us here present, have thus sought the Lord 
and have found him, or are seeking in 
hope ? Let every one, for one, duly con- 
sider this, and the Lord himself bless the 
weak but sincere endeavour of evwj Vsr>- 
neat heart. Yet, Mesaed \>* >iX\^ ^^ ^^ 
of mercy and divine goofavwfc\ TOasora ^ 
this day, as of old, Yv*ve *o\x^ «* 
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in vain. They have found Him, the Lord, 
of whom Moses and the prophets prophe- 
sied, in whom the apostles of Christ be- 
lieved, and to whom they bare witness and 
preached ; to whom also we bear witness 
through the word of his power revealed 
in us ; to whom be glory now and for 
over. 

And, that the whole auditory may fully 
believe this doctrine of the apostles of 
Christ, and be further, if need be, con- 
firmed therein, observe what the prophet 
of God further saith, of the promises of 
the Father to the Son, and unto all na- 
tions in him : " And he said, it is a light 
thing that thou shouldst be my servant, to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore 
the preserved of Israel ; I will also give 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayst be my salvation unto the ends of 
the earth." (Isa. xlix. 6.) And again ; 
" I will declare the decree ; the Lord hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son ; this day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inher- 
itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession." (Psal. ii. 7, 8.) 
These promises unto the Sou o£ God^ we 
fee, Lave had their accomp\\*\uft^V\>o!^ 
awardly and outwardly •, iox m«^ Vjx^ba 
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uttermost parts of the earth have em- 
braced Him by faith in his blood ; and he 
is declared to be the true light which 
lighteth every man which cometh into the 
world. Yet, though many profess out- 
wardly they believe in God, and in Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, it will be of no 
advantage unto them, until they are sanc- 
tified by Christ, and come unto him, and 
know him to be in them. And until we 
believe in Him, not from hearsay, or the 
letter of the book only, but from the work 
of His divine power and grace in us, we 
cannot overcome our corruptions, or con- 
quer ourselves and our lusts. And there 
never can be any true reformation wrought 
in us, until we come thus to believe and 
receive the Son of God ; and by believing 
and receiving him, we are and si i all be, re- 
deemed from all our sins and the deadly 
effects of them in our souls, according to 
John the Baptist, where he saith : " Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." (John i. 29.) 

John also told them : " I indeed baptise 
you with water unto repentance ; but He 
that cometh after me is mightier thanA^ 
whose shoes I am not woy\\v^ \» \><fcsx *>^% 
shall baptise you wit\\ tta'&oYs QrW\»*^ 
with fire," (Mat. iu. 11} ^* ^ 



28 

baptism of the Son of God, and agreeth 
with the prediction of the prophet Mala- 
chi, where he saith : " He is like a refiner's 
fire, and like fuller's soap, and he shall sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver." And 
again : " Behold, the day cometh that 
shall burn as an oven, and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stub- 
ble ; and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch." 
(Mai. iii. 2, 3, and iv. 1.} 

All, therefore, who nave sinned, and 
thereby become polluted and defiled, and 
in that state unfit for the kingdom of God, 
must be washed, cleansed, and sanctified, 
by being baptised, by the Holy Spirit 
of the Son of God ; for u there is one 
body and one spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling ; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptised into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free, and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit; and God 
bath put all things nndeT H\& ifc«t N uod 
given him to be the head over sXVx&Ye^ 
?o the Church, which is Yvia Yx>d? \ *k* *&- 
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ness of him who filleth all in All." (Eph. 
iv 4, 5, 6. 1 Cor. xii. 13 Eph. i. 22, 23.) 
This is the true and permanent baptism of 
the Son of God, and there is not another. 
And therefore there is no other way by 
which any soul can be made a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven, but by this bap- 
tism. And the Son of God, according to 
his mercy, saves all the subjects of this 
baptism, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. In 
order to this, the nations must first be 
turned from darkness to this light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that 
thereby (being so turned) they may have 
remission of sins, and an inheritance among 
them who are sanctified by Him. 

We must first believe in this great and 
heavenly Baptiser, and be baptised of him, 
before we can be members of his mystical 
body, the Church. For though He hath a 
single body, born of the virgin Mary, as 
the Scriptures witness, in which he is the 
head of all mankind, so likewise he hath 
a mysterious body, consisting also of many 
members, even of all those w\\o «x^ V*sc*. 
of the same Spirit, tYuou^v ^^ xw^^^ 
and working of his mighty Tporoe* ,Vj w^ 
faith therein and obe&ienw *&«*«&*• 
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It is not sufficient that we believe the 
genera] doctrines of the Holy Scriptures 
only, to be true (though they, are in them- 
selves unalterably so), but every soul that 
truly believes in the Son of God, through 
the operation of his power working a con- 
formity in him to the will of God, is a 
member of the body of Christ, according 
to the degrees of conformity, so wrought in 
him. 

It is an easy and inefficacious thing, 
without either precept or practice in the 
Holy Scripture, to sprinkle a little child 
in the face with water, using the words 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, without any 
experience of the immediate work of the 
Holy Ghost ; but it is the soul-quickening 
work of the Holy Spirit, which makes us 
members of Christ and heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven, without any invention of 
man, or what he of himself can do ; for 
the baptism of Christ alone now saves us, 
being effected by the same power as is the 
resurrection from the dead — that is, by the 
divine power of Him who is that resur- 
rection — the quickening Spirit. 

"No man putteth new wine into old 
bottles, else the bottles bieak axvi the 
wine runneth out, and tV\e \>ott\vi% ^kySqa 
ut they put new wine into nsw \**ft«*> 
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and both are preserved." (Matt. ix. 17.) 
Was our Lord speaking there, only of 
natural things, obvious to the sense of 
mankind in general ? No ; but thereby 
to inculcate a necessary and instructive 
truth. We mortals, ourselves, are the old 
bottles, by nature corrupted and unclean. 
We must first, therefore, believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son and Word of 
God, and He will purify and change us, 
and fill us with his Holy Spirit, the new 
wine of his kingdom, which consists not 
of meat and drink, but in righteousness, 
divine peace, and joy unspeakable, in the 
Holy Ghost — an enjoyment, even in this 
life, transcending all the imagination and 
thought of man, in his natural state. 

He also said, " I will drink no more of thd 
fruit of the vine until I drink it with you 
in my Father's kingdom." Doubtless the 
Lord was there speaking of himself, who 
is the true vine, and not of the juice of 
the grape in a natural sense ; for it is 
Christ himself who communicates, by his 
Holy Spirit and power, eternal light and 
life into the hearts of his true believers, 
who love and obey him — by whoa^ \vbsb&- 
diate operations on the so\xVv*fcWi x*^*^-, 
rated and brought f ort\i m \k* ^^t^ 
God, and made partakers ot l\v* to*** 
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ture of Jesus Christ our Lord. (2 Pet. i. 4.) 
You cannot, then, be saved by notions 
in your own heads. " Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." What must he be born of ? He 
must be born of the Spirit of Christ, the 
incorruptible seed, elect and precious, the 
Word of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and is corruptible, but that 
which is bom of the Spirit is spirit, and is 
incorruptible. 

Mistakes in this great affair are most 
dangerous, and multitudes have been led 
aside, to believe that this great and indis- 
pensable work of regeneration, is effected 
in them by an inadequate invention and 
ceremony imposed upon them, when they 
have neither faith, knowledge, nor under- 
standing, or ever know anything of it 
but by tradition, under the deception and 
prejudice whereof, they too generally re- 
main to the end of their days, and never 
have been acquainted with the sensible 
operations of the Holy Spirit, because 
they have neither believed now there are 
such, nor waited for them, but have de- 
rided and despised them, as mere nonenti- 
ties and imaginations. 
^Vevertheless, it is the o^xaftoii di \\*fc 
living and life-giving fc&itvt o£ <^* 
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through Jesus Christ our Saviour, which 
reBtoreth the image of God, righteous- 
ness, and true holiness in mankind, who 
rightly believe, and no other power. 
And when this great and glorious work is 
completed, they who are the happy sub- 
jects of it, fall no more from the Lord, 
but are united unto Him, through that 
blessed medium which the Almighty him- 
self hath prepared, in a covenant of divine 
light, love, and life, inseparably, for ever- 
more. 

Those are the sons of God indeed, who 
believe in His holy name, and are led and 
governed by him ; and this is the glorious 
work, which the Son of God is come to do 
in the earth, that all mankind may believe 
in him and be saved. 

Now, neighbours, countrymen, and 
friends, I am glad to see so many of 
you upon this occasion. I have com- 
municated these things unto you, through 
the grace of God, as they have at this 
time been renewed unto my remembrance, 
and recommend them to your serious con- 
sideration, and you yourselves unto God ; 
that all the works of the fleshy of the car- 
nal mind, and of the &eVA^fetTfcm^\«v&^ 
(if any there be in any &moT^^o\\>> ^j* 
be destroyed ; and that Vy taaSa. ^ 
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Son of God, and obedience unto His hea- 
venly invitation and call, you may all 
know Him, and the Father in him, and 
have life eternal by Him, and in Him. 

We speak, not only what we have heard 
of Him by the hearing of the ear of the 
body, or read in the holy Scriptures of 
truth, as from time to time brought unto 
our remembrance ; but also what, through 
divine grace, we know, and can justly tes- 
tify. And if, through the grace of God, 
by which we are what we are, we may 
be instrumental in His hand, to persuade 
mankind to believe in the Son of God, as 
being near in them, that they may know 
the Father and the Son, and live for ever 
with him and in him in glory, when time 
to them here in this world shall be no 
more, our only end, in all our labours of 
this kind, is fully answered, which is the 
full desire of my heart this day among 
you. 

And unto the ever living God, and to 
to the Word of his grace, through his Holy 
Spirit, I commend you all, sincerely de- 
siring that you may be led, by Him, into 
all truth, and finally, into the fulness of 
Hia eternal kingdom oi d\\\\i« ^aaa and 
glory, when time to you Vet*,* V& >&\* 
world, shall be no more. 



SILENT WAITING, TEACHING, 
AND WORSHIP. 



" KEEP SILENCE BEFORE ME, O ISLANDS, AND 
LET THE PEOPLE RENEW THEIR STRENGTH j 
LET THEM COME NEAR, THEN LET THEM 
SPEAK." — ISAIAH XLI. 1. 



At this time it is in my mind, that some 
may be saying in their hearts, that when 
people are met together in public, under a 
profession to worship God in any form, 
something should be said touching the 
doctrines of religion, concurring, at least, 
with, what is written in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of truth ; that such things should be 
delivered, whereby the understandings of 
the auditors may be opened or improved. 

Your preachers frequently speak of a 

principle of divine light and grace^ in all 

mankind, and exhort to i&\\fi ycl \\.^ *sv^ 

obedience thereunto, in o\o.et \,o x^&ssrss^ 

tion and salvation ; oi vAucfo. ^*e> ^° x ^" 
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in the Holy Records ; yet we cannot un- 
derstand what you mean by your frequent 
long silence (as at this time) in the meet- 
ings. What edification does it produce ? 
We can find no benefit at all by it. What 
advantage can you reap thereby? Since 
all public worship ought to be attended 
with a public ministry, as designed for 
the opening of the understandings of 
others in the things of God, and to the 
end that mankind may believe the truths 
of the gospel of Christ, what consolation 
or comfort can you have, in this long 
silence among you ? 

All these questions, being negatives, 
importing a denial that any advantage, 
at all, can be had in this practice, I might 
answer both negatively and affirmatively, 
with respect to two differing states of 
mind, in this assembly. 

First, negatively, that to such as are 
not yet acquainted with any sensible .work 
of God in their minds, there is no sensible 
edification or benefit, advantage or conso- 
lation, known or reaped, by a bare outward 
silence or cessation, from all words and 
noises. And such a silence is easily ac- 
quired, aa the natural effect of £ood tem- 
per, good education, and cVvYYVfcj. 
But, secondly, in the afiomfc&N^ ^foaX 
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all who know the Lord, and are acquainted 
with the work of his Holy Spirit, do 
know, that the highest sense of religion, 
and the worship of God, is when the 
minds of mankind are truly silent. For 
though a holy silence of mind he a para- 
dox and amusement in this age, so much 
inured to outside religion only, yet it was 
no stranger to the ancients, nor is it 
strange in Holy Writ, as appears hy many 
passages therein, that is to say : " Keep 
silence before me, islands, and let the 
people renew their strength : let them 
come near, then let them speak." (Isa. 
xli. 1.) 

When the sinful corrupted lusts, pas- 
sions, and affections of the natural carnal 
mind, are silenced in mankind, by the all- 
commanding voice of the Word of God 
near in the heart, then only, and not till 
then, is known the renewing of inward 
strength, and the sensible and happy en- 
joyment of the divine presence in the 
mind. And I do not doubt, but that this 
is the blessed experience of many among 
us at this time. 

Again : " Be still, and kno^w \Jaak "V *xs*. 
God." (Psal. xlvi. 10} Het* v* ***■ * 
command or exhortation ot CW^^^™ 
not given in vain, bvit may "W***^ "* 
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great use and advantage unto all those 
who believe and obey. Here is first a 
duty to be done, and then a blessed end to 
be obtained. The duty is a true silence 
or stillness of mind, the silence of all flesh 
before God. The end proposed is the 
knowledge of God, which is life eternal, 
as saith the Son of God: "This is life 
eternal, to know thee, the only time 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent." 

This silence, then, is not only a cessa- 
tion from all thoughts, concerns, and agi- 
tations of mind, from all outward objects 
and things of this world, and from all the 
passions and perturbations of tho mind, 
by them, in the time of divine worship ; 
but to have the mind staid upon God, 
through the mediation of Christ, as He is 
the truth, the only medium of acceptable 
worship, which God hath appointed under 
the gospel. 

" Be still and know that I am God. w 

" Keep silence before me, islands, and let 

the people renew their strength." The 

Most High would never have commanded 

or exhorted to this, if it had not been a 

needful duty for the tecWfcjSxv^ oil srcx 

errors, and for our learmtvg mAVto^w*^ 

*nent in the things of Godan&^te™^^*' 
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nor proposed so glorious an end by such 
means, if the means had been impracti- 
cable, and the end impossible. 

And the prophet Habakkuk also hath it 
thus : " But the Lord is in his holy temple ; 
let all the earth keep silence before Him." 
Now, the bodies and minds too, of the 
people of God, are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit, and, therefore, the minds of the 
sanctified are in continual holy reverence 
and awe before the Lord, and, silent in his 
divine presence, in times of deepest adora- 
tion. (Hab. ii. 20, and Zach. ii. 13.) 

And this hath been the practice of the 
saints of God even in the time of the law, 
and how much more is it, and ought it to be 
so, under the gospel ; for David, the royal 
prophet, said : " I was dumb with silence, 
I held my peace even from good, and my 
sorrow was stirred. My heart was hot 
within me ; while I was musing the fire 
burned ; then spake I with my tongue, 
Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is, that I 
may know how frail I am." (Psal. xxxix, 
2, 3, 4.) 

And that it may appear that hol^ «\W^ 
is consistent with the mo*\, *&hNx*r*^> 
profound, and awful aAoxa&wv <A ^^J^" 
mighty, even in his etetuA Y\^€^ 
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heaven, where His glory is made manifest, 
so far as men and angels can hear : where 
are all the holy angels of God, the cheru- 
bim and seraphim of the Most High, 
and the spirits of the just made perfect — 
John the divine, in the book of his Reve- 
lation from the Spirit of Christ glorified in 
heaven, saith, " There was silence in 
heaven about the space of half an hour." 
(Rev. viii. 1.) 

This imports a certain period of time 
(if time be included in eternity, or to be 
mentioned in it) not easily measured by 
us ; an awful pause of the whole heavenly 
host, in an ecstacy of divine, unspeakable 
adoration of the ineffable Majesty ; and 
may be a just pattern unto us, poor mor- 
tals yet here below, whereby to conduct 
ourselves before the awful presence of 
Him, whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, but is also revealed and made 
manifest in the minds of the sanctified. 

But if mankind will never believe nor 

listen to these things, it is not reasonable 

to think these blessed ends will ever be 

obtained by them, so long as they do not 

believe there are any such things ; for he 

that doth not believe will never seek^ and 

ho w can he that seeketu. "not, ercs* ^rATI 

— unless it may be by the B\\^T-^wtfv$u>% 
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goodness and mercy of God, as it is writ- 
ten : "I am found of them that sought 
me not." (Isa. lxv. 1.) 

" Be silent, all ye isles, saith God by his 
prophet, that the people may renew their 
strength." It is the command of God to 
the inhabitants of the isles, and, in parti- 
cular, to the isles of the Gentiles, that they 
may all be silent in themselves, and hear 
the voice of God, the Lord Jehovah, in 
whom there is everlasting strength, where- 
by all may be strengthened to run the 
race of his holy commandments, the end 
whereof is everlasting life. 

No person of understanding can suppose 
this to be meant of the natural strength of 
the body, but that of the mind. To be * 
silent, with regard to speech, is an easy ac- 
quirement, but the perfect silence of the 
mind, is an effect of the voice of God, by 
which is the highest and most profitable 
instruction mankind are capable of. The 
voice of God brings forth divine light. 
The voice of the Spirit of Christ brings 
forth life eternal into the mind. 

In the time of the bodily appearance of 
Christ, His words were spirit and life to 
those who heard him &tA \^l\«s^. ^\ 
spake as never man sps^e. "^S? ^»w 
more, then, if more canbfc, wre *^ 
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spirit and life in the hearts and minds gt 
those who now hear the voice of the Son of 
God, as He is the quickening Spirit in 
them t Such now, likewise, hear Him speak 
as never man spake, for they live by every 
word which he speaketh in them ; and the 
voice of God is heard in the true silence of 
all flesh ; and he speaketh in all, and unto 
all ; that, every one hearing him, and be- 
lieving in him, may have life, edification, 
and consolation by him and in him. He 
only knows the states and conditions of 
all mankind, at all times ; and He only 
can speak home and properly unto all. 
He alone can relieve th6 burdened soul. 
It is the Saviour of the world who con- 
victs the sinner of his transgressions, gives 
him repentance unto life, and freely par- 
dons all his oifences. 

By this silence, as here commanded, and 
the voice of Him who thus commands, 
we become free from all the hurries and 
noises of all our natural corruptions, and 
sinful perturbations of the carnal mind, 
and come to the beginning of the know- 
ledge of God, whose command it is. 

.Mankind, by obeying and following 
their natural appetites and Yo&\a % dsfol^ 
corrupt, debase, and deptava Wmk&b&n^ 
and make themselves unfit iox c^mrnxwivjifc. 
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with the holy and righteous God ; hut it 
is He alone, who, in infinite mercy and 
goodness, speaks by his Holy Spirit to the 
understanding, thereby conversing with 
mankind, convincing and converting them, 
by his powerful grace revealed in their 
hearts, by which He teacheth us to deny 
and avoid, all things that are sinful and 
defiling, that we may have holy commu- 
nion with him in our minds. 

It is the Spirit of God which brings 
forth this silence in the mind, and therein 
all good and needful things into thought, 
remembrance, and effect. In this state of 
mind are the special acts and motions of 
the Holy Spirit sensibly known, and the 
sanctified soul hath daily communion with 
Him therein, when he is alone, or about 
his ordinary and needful employment, or 
upon the highway, or wherever he may 
be, in the will of God. 

By this holy converse with God, man is 
made sensible of himself, of the nature 
and tendency of his doings, and the end 
of them. The mind is hereby convinced 
likewise of the truth, made sensible of sin 
and the evil of it ; and, as lie tsixv^ixssvsx 
himself, and from am, woto ^A^^ ^^ 
comes converted and &&?«&.» ^.w^^^ ^ 
love of God, shed abroad \*\&% w**'* 
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sensible enjoyment, in which he now de- 
lights above all things — in the Creator 
more than in the creatures. This man 
now knows what the apostle meaneth 
where he saith : " Likewise the Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities ; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the 
saints, according to the will of God." 
(Rom. viii. 26.) 

When the Spirit of Christ, therefore, is 
thus making intercession to the Father, in 
any of mankind, He intercedes in especial 
manner for, and on behalf of the same 
person, in whom he then worketh, as well 
as for others. And when the Spirit of 
Christ is thus working in the soul, the 
mind should be silent and passive, unless 
action be required — ceasing from its own 
work, lest, by acting its own will, it act 
contrary, or otherwise, than the will of 
God, and, as to itself, hinder the work of 
God tending to its own edification and 
comfort. Be therefore eft\\\ *, team m thia 
holy silence ; learn oi Chnat i^«w»\ tot 
as the head of the woman \* *h* tmc^* 
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the head of every man is Christ. Be still, 
and know that He is God. Thus is the 
love of God, manifesting itself in the heart 
of man, in a state of true silence. 

I was glad that there was so long silence 
at this time, that God himself might speak 
to the condition of every one among us ; 
and yet I think I hear some still, as it 
were, saying in themselves, "I do not 
know what to make of your silence." 

It is true, it is indeed tedious to the in- 
experienced, the patience of such being 
soon at an end ; having no expectation of 
God, it is not sufficient to support them 
during the time. For as the eye is never 
satisfied with seeing, but the desire is still 
after more, neither is the ear with hearing, 
after sounds ; and therefore the lust of 
hearing the voice of man remains, until 
the voice of God be heard in the soul, and 
then cometh that satisfaction which no 
other voice can give. There are so many 
voices in the world, as saith the apostle, 
and every one hath its signification ; but 
when the soul-quickening, soul -restoring 
voice of the Son of God is heard, there is 
a rest there to the soul, from every desire, 
after any other seund Y>w\, v*\v*.\, S% Vw^ 
therein. Who can speak. Yfeft ^^^ 
Lord, the giver of etercia\ \Sifc** *- % 
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any in heaven or earth can utter a voice 
like unto His, the breath of whose mouth 
is a pure flaming" fire through the crystal- 
line trumpet in his right hand, who com- 
mandeth the dead out of the grave ? And 
the day approacheth, wherein all shall 
hear and come forth ; and the just shall 
live, because they have believed .in the 
name of the only-begotten Son of God. 

Good old Simeon, when he took Christ 
into his arms and blessed God, said : 
" Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word ; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people : a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel." 

How is Christ prepared and set forth 
herein, before the face of all people, seeing 
he saith that he was not sent but to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel ? (Matt, 
xv. 24.) He was never seen in the flesh 
but by a few, in comparison, of the multi- 
tudes of mankind then on the earth, and 
not believed in or seen, as a Saviour, by 
the most in Israel ; for that people denied 
Him, and rejected him nationally, as an 
impostor and deceiver. This seeing and 
vetting forth of Christ, cannot rotate 
/JS coming in the flesh onAy^io&wflast 
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his manifestation in spirit, as He is the 
Spirit of truth and divine light of the in- 
tellectual world — to mankind universally 
— according to the promise of God by 
the prophet Isaiah, before the coming of 
Christ in the flesh, where it is said: "I 
will give thee for a covenant to the 
people, for a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayst be my salvation unto the 
end of the earth." (Isa. xlii. 6, and 
xlix, 6.) 

This promise of the Father was given 
lone before the coming of Christ in the 
flesh, and refers chiefly unto his coming, 
or being revealed afterwards, in the Spirit. 
And that it may further appear, that sal- 
vation from God the Father is offered 
unto all mankind through Christ the Lord, 
as He is the universal, intellectual, saving 
Light ; and is proposed as the immediate 
or present object of faith, inwardly made 
manifest, as such to be witnessed by all 
nations in due time, — observe what the 
man of God saith in the book of the Reve- 
lation : " Behold, He cometh with clouds ; 
and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him. And ail kindreds^ 
of the earth shall wa\\ \>^^«vj&^ ^?t \assk.v 
(Rev. i. 7.) ~_ 

From whence sYvatt ^fc eo\s\^ "* 
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present everywhere, and at all times ? 
Of whom it is written (Eph. iv. 9) : 
" Now that He ascended, what is it, but 
that he also descended first into the lowest 
parts of the earth ? And the same who 
descended, is the same also who ascended 
up far above all heavens, that he might 
fill all things." The coming, therefore, of 
Him who filleth all things, may not be 
understood of a locomotive coming, as 
from one place to another, after the man- 
ner of creatures circumscribed, but rather 
and properly of the manifestation of Him, 
who before, was hid in the world. For 
though he, Christ, is the true light, which, 
as a divine law, lighteth and informeth 
every man that cometh into the world as 
' to moral duties, and good and evil ; yet 
this light shineth in darkness, even in the 
blind, ignorant hearts of mankind, thougl 
they do not apprehend who He is, or knoT 
him, until, by the sensible operation < 
the power which dwelleth in that light, ) 
openeth the blind eye of our minds, it 
we may see Him who is already pres* 
in us, yet otherwise invisible unto us. 1 
who filleth all things, cannot be loc 
distant, at any time, from any of the < 

-w»a ?* meu - - Adc ^ since " every eye 
him, and they also who pierce/ 
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and that all the kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him," what is it, but that 
the dispensation of God cometh wherein 
the understandings of mankind shall be 
universally opened to see Him who is 
near, and whom they have pierced bv 
their sins (as all have sinned), and cruci- 
fied afresh, as to themselves, by their 
transgressions, the " Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world," — which uni- 
versal sight shall give universal and sin- 
cere repentance ; and then shall they weep 
over Him whom they have pierced, and 
wail because they have done it. 

This shall be unto all nations under 
heaven, in the appointed time of the 
Almighty, as the prophet of God prophe- 
sied of old concerning the house of David, 
as already accomplished in them : " And 
I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications ; and 
they shall look upon Me wnora they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall 
be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first born. In that day 
shall there be a great mo\ff\v\Tv^\\vVsc^r 
salem, as the mouramg ol ^«&Ar««»sg; 
in the valley of Meg>&&ro" tJL** ^^ v 

E 
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when every family in Israel mourned 
apart and their wives apart-J-an universal 
mourning throughout the land. 

He, the Lord, shall come in ten thou- 
sands of his sanctified ones to judge the 
world, with a cloud of faithful witnesses, 
who shall bear testimony to the power and 
efficacy of his divine light and grace, 
whereby they are saved ; that they like- 
wise, who are without faith in the same, 
and under condemnation, may also believe 
and obtain the same salvation and re- 
demption with them, through the same 
light and grace. 

By our iniquities we pierce the Son of 
God. All mankind pierce Him who sin 
against him. By men's sins they crucify 
the Lord afresh, and put him to open 
shame. But let all take the counsel of 
the servant of God : " He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. To him that over- 
cometh, will I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise 
of God. He shall not be hurt of the 
second death." Again : " To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hid- 
den manna, and will give tx\m a "white 
ptone, and in the stone & t*«w "fcaa 
'tten, which no man Yaxo-weMk w*\ 
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lie that receiveth it. 1 ' (Rev. ii. 7, 11, 17.) 
And again : " As many as I love I re- 
buke and chasten ; be zealous, therefore, 
and repent. Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock ; if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me. 
To him that overcometh, will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne." (Rev. iii. 19, 
20, 21.) 

Thus are the Churches directed to the 
voice of the Spirit of Christ, who speaketh 
inwardly in the soul. His divine quicken- 
ing voice is perceived in the mind, that 
there we may see the salvation of God, 
even Christ, who is that salvation to all 
the ends of the earth ; that through Him 
all those gracious promises may be ful- 
filled in us ; that we who were once His 
enemies by wicked works, being now re- 
conciled, may reign with God and the 
Lamb for ever. This is the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world, 
once crucified in the flesh, in testimony 
of the love and mercy of the Father uuta 
all mankind, — the "Laxrto &*&&. \xs^ ^^ 
foundation of the ^ox\&. ^^I^'Sn 
thua crucify the Bon oUfcA^*^ 



52 

to open shame. " This is the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now, as in that day, is 
made manifest in His saints : to whom 
God would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory, whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man, in all wis- 
dom ; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus." (Coloss. i. 26, 
27,28. Eph. iii. 9.) 

Nevertheless, though the divine and in- 
ward manifestation of Christ is so plainly 
and fully set forth in the Holy Scriptures, 
and now again preached by the true ser- 
vants of Christ, from a degree of the 
operation of his Holy Spirit, and of that 
happy experience with which they are 
favoured of God, through his mercy in 
Christ Jesus ,at this day ; yet many there 
are who do not believe in the gift of God, 
and therefore have no notion of the reve- 
lation of Christ in mankind, nor do they 
look for Him that way, or until the end of 
the world, if at all. 

The free gift of the grace of God, which 
bringeth salvation, appeared wx&o fiSXAsorc^ 
according to the several states ^«Y «t*^ 
To the sinner, it is a word oi xe^xool *xA 
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condemn atioo, so long as he continues in 
his sins ; hut unto the believing penitent, 
it is a word of grace and consolation — 
a saving power and virtue from God in- 
deed. 

This gift is saving in its nature, as an 
immortal principle of divine light and 
life, eternal in its being ; yet is not saving 
unto him who doth not believe therein ; 
for " by grace we are saved through 
faith ; it is not of ourselves, it is the gift 
of God," and no essential property con- 
sistent of our being as creatures. Unless, 
therefore, we mortals believe in the gift 
of God, and experience his Holy Spirit to 
work in us a conformity unto himself, we 
cannot be saved ; for it is by this gift 
that the eye of the mind is opened, and a 
real and certain sense given of the inward 
motions and operations of the Holy Spirit. 
And as mankind believe therein, and obey 
His holy dictates as they see and perceive 
them, then follows a clear evidence, by 
that divine light and grace, of a free and 
full pardon and forgiveness of all sins 
past, to every soul of mankind, so stated. 
And this happy and powerful o^eratta*. 
and manifestation ot tYve Tel^ ^Jvc*^ ^ 
the grace and power oi ftv* * m ^\SS 
Qpd — ia frequently kuowsx ^ ^* - 
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and minds of the sanctified, when there is 
no outward voice, but perfect silence of all 
flesh in the mind, and nothing heard or 
desired but only the all-quickening voice 
of the living Lord, the giver of immor- 
tality and life eternal. 

This voice is within. " The kingdom 
of heaven is within." And if " he that 
despised Moses' law died without mercy," 
as saith the apostle, " under two or three 
witnesses, of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy 
who hath trodden underfoot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was sanctified an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace ?" (Heb. x. 28, 29.) 

Behold, the kingdom of heaven is within 
you, though you are not all in the king- 
dom. All nations, in the appointed time 
of the Almighty, shall see Christ. And 
blessed are those eyes which are already 
opened to see Him who is invisible, and 
the things of his kingdom ; and this is 
the way to come to the saving knowledge 
of God. Be not deceived, neither de- 
ceive ye yourselves. Except ye be born 
again ye cannot enter thfc kingdom of 
j&od—ye cannot be saved. Tftiafc ^\a0&\& 
>om of the flesh is flesh, \w& *toti» ^M\ 
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is born of the spirit is spirit. Whatsoever 
is born of God overcoineth the world. 
And this spiritual birth must be begotten 
and brought forth in you, and not of your- 
selves, but by the divine operation of the 
word of life, with whom also you your- 
selves must co-operate. 

Now unto you who are of younger 
years, of every denomination ; I would 
have you lay to heart and consider that 
this work of regeneration is as needful 
for you as if you had been born of the 
most blinded heathens, or Mahometans, in 
Turkey. This, I say, is necessary for you. 
though you have been born in this land, 
and many of you of believing and faith- 
ful parents. By nature you are born of 
the flesh, of the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God ; it is not subject to 
the law of God, nor, while it remains so, 
can be. And so long as you remain only 
children of the flesh, you are not the chil- 
dren of God. You must be born from 
above, of the holy and incorruptible seed, 
the invisible word of life eternal. Oh ! 
tnat this blessing may be upon you all, 
and that all may thus become the children 
of the light, and o£ tha fas? AQ*A. % "^% 
they only who are "bom at ^&» ^g^- * 
Christ do rightly 1ai<m "&^> «» 
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Father, in and by him. And, blessed be 
His holy name ! I hope, and am confident, 
such there are in this assembly. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. We have all been born after the 
flesh, and we may all be born after the 
Spirit. The Spirit warreth against the 
flesh, and the flesh against the Spirit. 
This we know, and that his servants we 
are to whom we yield obedience. The 
recompense of the sins and corruptions of 
the flesh is death, but the reward of faith 
and obedience to the Spirit, through the 
gift of Christ, is life eternal, according to 
the plain and ample testimony of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Keep, then, this holy silence in your 
minds, which God requires, and which I 
was speaking of before ; and, in that state 
of mind, ask yourselves these questions : 
Do I, in my heart, believe these things 
indeed? Do I know these operations of 
the Holy Spirit, experimentally, within 
myself ? Do I truly believe in Christ, as 
he is truth, and the immediate object of 
faith in my mind, and in the Father, 
through him ? Have 1 iound «svd ob- 

served the tender whisperings oi\fofc"Bj& 

tyn't ofJeaua Christ in mel 



57 

Begin, then, you who have not, enter 
upon this great work. Look for it 'in 
yourselves, and not in another. Lose no 
time. Mind the day of your visitation, 
lest that pass over, and you be left behind, 
and fall short of eternal life ; lest the 
summer slide over, and you be not ga- 
thered. For I have frequently observed, 
that Christ, the Son of God, was mani- 
fested, in his public ministry among his 
people, the Jews, about three years and 
a half only, though they were at that 
time a great and numerous nation. If, 
then, the visitation of God by our Lord 
in the flesh was so short (because of the 
eminence of his appearance) unto a whole 
nation, let every one of us be watchful, 
though it be in silence, lest the inward 
visitation of Christ, as He is the Word of 
God and Spirit of truth, be short unto any 
one of us — in proportion of a single per- 
son to a whole nation. This, I say,, should 
tend to awaken us into a holy care and 
consideration what we are doing. My 
friends, do you feel these things within 
yourselves ? You should experience them 
in your own hearts, and thereby under- 
staod and know them V\V\\vcl^ vx. ^5&\ *^J 
infinite love of Go&\ T^o^ ««»*■ K% ^ 
goodness and kin&xveaa ol ^A ^ 



kingdom of God be within you. 
you any real desire for the com 
manifestation of it there, or tt 
Almighty should reign in you ? T 
of God taught his disciples to pray 
Father, " Thy kingdom come ; thy 
done on earth, as it is in heaven." ' 
know the true God to be your F 
Are you begotten and brought fc 
Him in his own image ? Do you 1 
in truth, that the will of God can be < 
earth, by us mortals, as it is done in 1 
by all the holy angels of God, « 
spirits of just men made perfec 
state, of glory with God? And < 
sincerely desire the thing, which, in 
von spftm to ask ? Do von ntte 
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reflection upon them. I am not a judge 
of the hearts of mankind, but would, 
through the grace of God, be a doer of 
His will, according to the matter of this 
prayer ; and would have all to under- 
stand, when they utter these words, what 
they mean, and believe what they seem 
to pray for, and say. 

Oh, saith my soul, with all the intelli- 
gent and sincere, that the kingdom of God 
may more and more come in all mankind 
—that the reign and rule of the only true 
God may become the experience and chief 
delight and safety of mankind, every- 
where on earth ; that the Lord alone may 
rule in every soul ; that all the kingdoms 
and nations of this world may become the 
kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ, 
the Lord Jesus ; that His love and wis- 
dom may rule in all mankind, on earth as 
in heaven ; that there may be universal 
peace on earth in all men, in all nations 
under heaven ; that the kingdom of Christ 
may appear and be manifested in its shin- 
ing splendour and glory, as from the east, 
as the rising of the sun, even unto the 
west ; and that the glory of God may 
shine from sea to sea, and. Iwci 'O&s* ^\sx&. 
hies unto the ends oi ftvfc feraftx. 

I believe there $re mwag «&s*% 
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do indeed desire those happy days. Oh ! 
that every one among us may truly be- 
lieve these things ! And, my friends and 
neighbours, though you may sometimes 
find yourselves to fall short of your duty 
to God, and one toward another, yet faint 
not, do not despair of the mercy of God. 
Come near; lay yourselves down at the 
feet of the merciful Son of God. He will 
forgive you ; He will restore you ; He is 
able and willing ; He will raise you up to 
stand before him. As it is expressed by 
the apostle : '* If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness." (1 John i. 9.) 

There is a certain set of men professing 
the Christian name, who pretend that 
themselves are the true and only suc- 
cessors of the apostles of Christ, in the 
same power and work ; and that they 
have continued this succession uninter- 
rupted from that day, through many ages, 
until this present time ; that they have 
had, and still have, like power with the 
apostles, to pardon the sins of the rest of 
mankind, and to absolve them upon con- 
fesaioa to them, and submiasioxv \mto their 
dictates and penalties, w\i\e\v wa ofttea 
Pecuniary ^d mercenary. Xu& ^*V> \» 
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support such pretences, they have no pro- 
per credentials, to induce the belief of 
any intelligent person not prepossessed 
by education in their own way, originally 
imposed upon our ancestors by antichris- 
tian forgeries, enforced by cruel persecu- 
tions and violence. 

As to any succession at all in the things 
of God, in the time of the law, though 
there was a ceremonial succession in the 
house of Aaron only, during that dispen- 
sation ; yet the word of prophecy, being 
of the nature of the gospel by the Spirit 
of Christ, came not in that day by succes- 
sion, as in one order of men only, but God 
breathed upon whom he pleased, and sent 
them with His own messages, from time 
to time, unto his people, for their admo- 
nition, instruction, and help ; but He de- 
nied the false prophets in those days, and 
testified against them by the true, as now, 
against the false ministers in the times of 
the gospel, by those of His own ordaining 
and anointing. 

The Lord, by the prophet Jeremiah, 
having set forth, in that day, the particu- 
lar sins of the false prophets, he proceed- 
eth to reprove them tot VYhnc ubhokek^ ^» 
speak to the people ixv TcL\» TL«a\s> v*> *Sg^ 
words of the true pTO^ afcXs '» ***** 



62 

manner, in several places : " I bare* not 
sent these prophets, yet they ran ; I have 
not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 
But if they had stood in my counsel, and 
had caused my people to hear my words, 
then thev should have turned them from 
their evil way, and from the evil of their 
doings. 

" Is not my word like as a fire, saith the 
Lord, and like a hammer that hreaketh 
the rock in pieces ? Therefore, behold, I 
am against the prophets, saith the Lord, 
that steal my word every one from his 
neighbour. Behold, I am against the pro- 
phets, saith the Lord, that use their 
tongues, and say, He saith. Yet I sent 
them not, nor commanded them. There- 
fore, they shall not profit this people at 
all, saith the Lord." (Jer. xxiii. 21, 22, 
29, 30, 31, and part of 32.) 

The prophecy, or preaching of the word 
of God, came not of old by the will of 
man, but holy men of God, sanctified and 
fitted by Him for that end, wrote and 
gave forth the Scriptures and the matters 
of them, and spake as they were moved 
o£ the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Christ, - 
who pre-existeth before alWoTXfa^vuiVsy 
whom they were created and ex\efc. 
And as to any right, or unMftwro^A 
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succession of power, to make ministers for 
Christ, or right of pre-eminence or do- 
minion in the Church of Christ, from the 
apostles, or any of them, in any set of 
men whosoever, it is an antichristian im- 

Eosition and usurpation. For the Lord 
imself hath said, " But so shall it not be 
among you." (Mark x. 42, 43.) And 
even the Church of Christ itself doth not 
succeed, nor is it continued by outward 
succession or tradition (as nature pro- 
ceeds) in any people, but is a new work 
of God, by Cnnst, the wisdom and power 
of God throughout all ages. And so is 
the ministry, And Christ himself is in 
and with this church always, and ever will 
be, as her divine and only head, king, 
law-giver, and conductor to the end of the 
world. The Son of God, being ever present 
in his church and people, hath no need of 
any vicegerent or substitute, as if he were 
absent. Nor hath the church of God .need 
of any other teachers but himself, and 
such only as the Lord from time to time 
raises, qualifies, moves, and sends among 
them and the rest of mankind, in such 
services as He sees proper, for the cas- 
ing* on of his own greaX. wA^«^ 
work of redemption and *^*&a^ *** 
pleaseth Him. 
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But now to return to the doctrine of 
the apostle John, where he saith : " If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." And, seeing " all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God," as well priests (or such as pre- , 
tend to be priests) as mankind in general, 
and as all are sinners ; as such we are all 
under judgment, and liable to eternal con- ' 
demnation. And for sinners, while such, 
to pretend to forgive and absolve other 
sinners, is itself sinful, and an aggrava- 
tion of their other sins. For where are 
their credentials, that they are free them- 
selves, and invested with power from Christ » 
to forgive the sins of others? Such as 
trust them had need to be secure there. 

But none ought to depend upon any 
such, but upon the Lord himself alone ; 
for here the apostle saith j " He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." The 
Lord Jesus Christ himself having suffered 
for us, and paid the ransom of our re 
demption, and being the high priest < 
^profession, and bishop of the aoxA^ 
t/Je s P'rit of truth, the mamietfAT 
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sin in every heart, and the reprover Qf it* 
He is the true and faithful witness of the 
Father throughout all ages. Our confes- 
sion, therefore, is to he made unto Him 
only who is without sin. 

He knows our weakness, our infirmities, 
and sins, and hath mercy and compassion ; 
and, being clothed with our nature, hath a 
feeling for them. He knows what we are, 
and want, better than we ourselves, before 
we ask him, or confess. 

In the name, virtue, and nature of Jesus, 
every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess. Our confession is, sincere re- 
pentance and forsaking of our sins, and 
every evil way, and adhering to the Lord, 
confessing His holy name and power 
through all contradiction and opposition ; 
and the redeemed in heaven, for ever con- 
fess before God and his holy angels, and 
all the celestial choir, and own their re- 
demption to God and the .Lamb, blessed 
for evermore. 

Then mercenary, sinful, and self-pro- 
moting, designing priests and hirelings, 
have no share or portion in this great and 
glorious work, but God and the Lamb 
alone, who doth not only xe\rcotfe \»»**ssv 
our sins, that we may \>* m*&R> ^mosS^r* 
of them and repept -, \w& tc***«* , «* 8Sax " 



saveth the believing and truly pe 
soul. And He addeth still mor< 
crown of all his blessings, the holy a 
ing, his own instruction, so that wi 
not any man, mueh less a sinful, 
priest of Antichrist, to teach us th 
of God, but as His eternal, essential 
teacheth us all things, and, as ac 
to, preserveth us from all seduc< 
every form and way. 

Nevertheless,, if any one prof essi 
ligion be tempted, and sin, and 
known unto his brother, and he adn 
him and reprove him for his sin, in 
to his repentance, amendment, and 
tion, let not the transgressor den; 
confess his sin, that he may be foi 
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work and direction of God,' by Christ, the 
Spirit of truth, who only can and doth 
qualify mankind for the ministry. For 
though the Holy Spirit did accompany 
that legal indication and ceremony of 
laying on of the hands of the apostles, 
in some few instances for a time, yet that 
ceremony was not initial but declaratory. 
What they did was in the present counsel, 
and under the immediate direction of the 
Holy Spirit, who knows all men, and 
directed them to such as He had chosen, 
and sanctified to that service, (or to any 
other in the church,) so that they could 
not appoint whom they pleased in their 
own time and wills, or because of any 
human arts, learning, or qualifications, for 
they had no arts themselves, — or of the 
arts of wizards, as Simon Magus, coveting 
to be ministers for worldly riches, ad- 
vancement, pomp, and glory, — but by the 
special direction of the will of God. And 
Christ himself laid no hands upon his 
apostles. It was sufficient that He endued 
them with the power of his Holy Spirit 
and wisdom. And even His own verbal 
mission, though he hath all power in 
heaven and earth, ^aa to& *\j5&vssv*k&» Vs*. 
that work ; was not ft iwW t^^^**"**^ 
it, without actual po^wet ixorov «o. ^ 
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" But you shall have power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you." (Acts 
i.8.J 

There is a degree of the revelation and 
operation, of the Holy Spirit, for sanctifi- 
cation and justification, common and ne- 
cessary to every Christian, (for no unclean 
soul, as such, can be a member of the 
.church and body of Christ,) and for the 
gradual opening of the understanding in 
the things of God. " I said days should 
speak, and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom. But there is a spirit in 
man, and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding." (Job xxxii. 
7,8.) 

It is not, then, antiquity nor years, but 
the Spirit of Christ, who leadeth unto all 
truth, and in whom dwell all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge, and is ever 
near to fit and direct on every occasion, and 
that can rightly and sufficiently conduct 
his ministers in their services. For with- 
out Him they can do nothing, how well 
soever furnished, either with tradition or 
mere human knowledge. Nor did Christ 
anything of himself, but the Father by 
him. (John viii. 28, and 4&.^ ^ox <rodd 
the apostles of Christ, t\iou^i ^V«1 V*& 
***** so long with him, and Yiad wswsA 
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the Holy Spirit, in some measure, to seve- 
ral purposes, be proper witnesses unto 
Him, nor preach the gospel fully, until 
the Holy Ghost came upon them to that 
end. (Acts i. 8.) 

And Paul was not a whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles (2 Cor. xi. 5), and 
laboured more abundantly than they all 
(1 Cor. xv.), and yet did not receive either 
his religion or ministry from them, but by 
the inspiration of God, and had no tra- 
ditions from the apostles (Acts ix. 3, 12, 
15, 17), but preached Christ where He had 
not been named, lest he should build upon 
another man's foundation. (Rom. xv. 19, 
20.) His ministry was not of men, nor by 
man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father, who raised Him from the dead. 
(Gal. i. 1.) 

Oh ! therefore, be cautious what teach- 
ers you receive ; for those who run when 
the Lord doth not send them, they run on 
their own errands, and cannot profit you 
at all heavenward. Confess your sins 
unto the Lord Jesus Christ, in the time 
when He convinceth you of them, by his 
Holy Spirit, in your own hearts. Forsake 
them, and He will iotcjvvfc "S«^\ ^ x ^\ 
mb the most holy, com^ete^ «cA T^'jff^ 
Saviour, and doth not fe&grt. vd^* ***" 
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or damnation of mankind ; and, therefore, 
by the voice of his grace, calleth unto all 
nations, that all may repent, return unto 
Him, and live. 

Wait, then, upon the Lord, in the exer- 
cise of hope and confidence toward him, 
in holy silence in your minds before him. 
Open the eyes of your minds, and behold 
the amazing glory which He will reveal 
in your hearts. Pour out your souls in 
prayer unto God, not in a dry form of 
words only, but in the spirit of prayer and 
supplication, the spirit of intercession and 
of grace, which the Lord of life will 
breathe upon all those who believe in 
Him, and wait for his manifestation, or 
coming. Oh ! how great is the glory of 
God, when he overshadows the hearts of 
mankind ! And how great shall that 
glory be, even as the brightness of seven 
days, when He shall arise, as coming from 
the east, and sending forth his refulgent 
splendour, as the wings of the morning of 
the everlasting day, unto the utmost west- 
ern bounds of our horizon. So shall the 
coming of the Son of God be. 
Nothing can destroy or repel darkness, 
but light As in a natural, ao likewise in 
* divine flense, when that \\g\A. «pfc*«- 
*th in its splendour, then anaW a\V ^oa 
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unclean, the rending, tearing brutes of 
the wilderness and forest, be ashamed, 
and retire into their holes and dens, and 
hide themselves, for fear of the holy and 
heavenly man, Jesus Christ, by the bright- 
ness of whose arising, the man of sin, and 
all his evil works, shall be laid waste and 
destroyed. 

I do not at this time apply these sayings 
to the nations professing the Christian 
name only ; for the God of truth applies 
his own truths where properly due; but 
he that runs, and hath eyes to see, may 
read. 

There shall be a glorious assembling of 
the nations, unto the divine nature and 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun 
of righteousness. He shall arise with 
healing virtue and goodness on his wings. 
He shall be a terror to evildoers, and a 
diadem of eternal excellency and glory 
upon the heads of those who do well. 
And the nations of them that are saved 
shall walk in the light of the Lord. Then 
shall they have true fellowship one with 
another, as in the particular, so in the 
general likewise, as in the days of old. 
And thus shall all the evila «i ^&\*^v\sS«^ 
world) in the Lord's t\m*, dart**^**** 
to an end, when tha -^we* vok'fcsMB 
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of God, and of his Christ, shall prevail 
over the earth ; and the rulers therein, in 
that day, shall rule for God, as his minis- 
ters indeed, and their task shall be easy 
unto themselves, and their rule, without 
covetousness, pleasant to the people. 

Therefore, my friends, not to detain you 
any longer, or to be tedious to you, I re- 
commend you to God the Father, and 
unto the Lord Jesus Christ, exhorting that 
young men may seek the Lord early, in 
holy silence, and through the power of 
His grace, be always praising Him in 
your minds ; that you may all come unto 
the Lord, and find mercy and salvation 
with Him, through our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
which is my sincere desire to the Lord for 
you all. Amen. 
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